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What’s happened to you is rare,” my friend Mark said to me just before I made one

of the most important decisions of my life—the decision to quit my job and

become a full- time writer. My last day at work also happened to be my thirtieth

birthday, which made it a milestone in many respects. The truth, though, is the day
itself was less significant than the process it took to get there.

When asked how I got to this point, I struggle to give an intelligent answer. The
experience of finding your calling can be both mysterious and practical. It takes
effort but also seems to happen to you at times. What I’ve come to understand is
that finding your purpose is more of a path than a plan: it involves twists and turns
that you never expected. Ultimately these surprises lead you to your destiny. And
once you arrive at what you thought was the destination, you realize it’s only
another leg in the journey.

The Art of Work
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